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OVERVIEW

1.1.1. The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,
through the mass communication media consisting
of radio, television, films, the press, publication,
advertising and traditional modes of dance and
drama, during 1997-98, continued to play an
effective role in helping the people to have access
to free flow of information. It also catered to the
vital needs of education and entertainment of all
sections of the society, striking a careful balance
between public interest and commercial needs, in its
delivery of services.

1.1.2 In support of the developmental needs of
the Ministry, an outlay of Rs, 3634 crore, revised
to Rs. 3672.42 crore was earmarked for the Eighth
Five Year Plan (1992-97). Against this, the actual
allocation approved for the 8th Five Year Plan
(1992-97) was Rs. 2393.21 crore whereas the actual
utilisation during these five years was of the order
of Rs. 2094.34 crore. These plan resources have
been utilised for bringing about significant
improvement in infrastructure development,
particularly of the electronic media for installation of
transmission, studio and programme production
facilities. Special attention was given to strengthen
regional and local faciliies by taking recourse to
satellite based broadcasting. On the software side,
the electronic and non-electronic media units

concentrated on priority areas of national concern .

like national integration, communal harmony,
primary/elementary education, eradication of illiteracy,
enwironmental protection, health care and family
welfare, agriculture and rural development, as also

issues relating to women, children and . aer weaker
sections of society,

1.1.3 The activities of the Ministry can broadly
be divided into 3 sectors i.e. the Broadcasting
Sector, the Films Sector and the Information Sector.
The functions of these three sectors are
complementary to each other and cannot be strictly
compartmentalised. Each of these Sectors operate
through specialised media units and other
organisations which perform different functions with
a view to ensure that the dissemination of
information, education and entertainment reaches
the country as a whole. The media units include
Akashvani (All India Radio), Doordarshan, Press
Information Bureau, Publications Division, Research,
Reference and Training Division, Directorate of
Advertising and Visual Publicity, Photo Division, Song
and Drama Division, Directorate of Film Festivals,
Films Division and National Fim Archive of India.
The Ministry is also ‘associated with the National
Film Development Corporation, National Centre of
Films for Children and Young People, Film and
Television Institute of India, Pune, Satyajit Ray Film
and Television Institute, Calcutta, Indian Institute of
Mass Communication, Press Council of India and
Central Board of Film Certification. The electronic
media were brought under the administrative control
of Prasar Bharati, an autonomous, statutory body
constituted under the Prasar Bharati Act, 1990. The
activities of these organisations during 1997-98 have
been set out in the succeeding chapters.
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2.1.1. The year 1997 saw the setting up of the
Prasar Bharati (Broadcasting Corporation of India),
an autonomous body to handle the activities of
Akashvani and Doordarshan.

2.1.2 During this year, the country went for the
General Elections. All India Radio rose to the
occasion like in previous years by carrying political
broadcasts by leaders of National, Regional and

State political parties. Besides, many more educative -

programmes were broadcast for the wvoters
highlighting the need for free and fair polls to
strengthen our democracy. In addition, a 72 hour
continuous broadcast was maintained to give the

national audience updated news on trends and
results of General Elections. This included panel
discussions with various political leaders, media experts
and political commentators, who analyzed the
emerging political scenario.

Network

213 Al India Radio has at present (as on
1.4.98) 195 Radio Stations operating in the country.
These include 183 full-fledged stations, nine relay
centres and three exclusive Vividh Bharati
Commercial centres. This year eight Radio stations
at Kullu, Kalpa (Kinnaur, HP), Pithoragarh (UP),

Tt & fid dAc

~

ANGEY " ~AMESGAN

_—.,‘? 1=
= pe
.\l; -

Renowned vocalist Madurai N. Krishnan performing at the Akashvani Sangeet Sammelan held in New Delhi in October 1997
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ALL INDIA RADIO
Projects Expected to be Completed by March 1998
Radio Stations: Hissar (Haryana), Aligarh {(UP), Chamoli (UP), Bhadarwah (J&K), Dhubri (Assam),
Kokrajhar (Assam}, Tezpur {Assam), Ziro (Arunachal Pradesh), Churachandpur (Manipur), Williamnagar
(Meghalaya}, Mon (Nagaland) and Kodaikanal (TN} are expected to be ready by March 98,
Other Projects
1.  Jodhpur(VB) 2x3 KW FM Tr
2. Jaipur - 1 KW MW Tr. (Replacement of existing)
3. Mathura - 1 KW MW Tr. (Replacement of existing)
4.  Guwahati - CBS 2x5 KW FM Tr.
5.  Jamshedpur - CBS 2x5 KW FM Tr.
6.  Siliguri - CBS 2x5 KW FM Tr.
7.  Coimbatore - CBS 2x5 KW FM Tr.
8.  Delhi National Channel - 20 KW MW Tr.
9. Delhi - Ph-ll, Refurbishing of studios
10.  Sambalpur - 100 KW MW TR,
11. Guwahati - Refurbishing of studios
12. Guwahati 100 KW MW Tr.
13.  Ranchi 50 KW SW Tr.
14.  Caleutta - - Refurbishing of studios
15. Bhubaneswar - Staff Training Institute {Technical)
16. Mumbai - Studio Type III for Gulf Service
17. Mumbai - Refurbishing of studios Ph.ll
18. Gulbarga - 20 KW MW Tr.
19.  Pondicherry - 20 KW MW Tr.
. — —— J

Uttarkashi (UP}, Mt. Abu (Rajasthan), Kargil (J&K),
Asansol (WB) and Bijapur (Karnataka) have been
added to the AIR network. AIR presently has 300
transmitters which provide radio coverage to a
population of 97.3 percent spread over the 20.0
percent area of the country. The growth of the
network over the various Five Year Plans and also
the coverage by area and population is shown in
the graphs on the following pages.

214 The concept of local radio station has

been continued. The programmes broadcast on these
stations are area-specific and thus enable the local
community to realise their cultural and artistic
aspirations, The number of Local Radio Stations in
the country is 74. In view of the strategic imporiance
of North-Eastern region with its diverse culture,
language and dialects a special scheme to set up
Community Radic Stations at sixteen places is under
implementation. Three such Community Radio
Stations are being set up in Lakshadweep and
Minicoy I[slands as well.
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Community Radio Stations
Seppa (Arunachal Pradesh)
Khonsa (Arunachal Pradesh)
Nongstoin (Meghalaya)
Champai (Mizoram)

Saiha (Mizoram)

Phek (Nagaland)

Tuensang (Nagaland}

Nutan Bazar (Tripura)

FM Projects

e S A e A

Jaipur  2x3 KW FM Tr. (Stereo}
Lucknow 2x5 KW FM Tr. (Sterec)
2x5 KW FM Tr. (Stereo)

Aizawl

gk W

Other Projects

ALL INDIA RADIO
Projects expected to be completed during 1998-99

Mandla Local Radio Station with 1 KW FM Tr.
Rajgarh Local Radio Station with 3 KW FM Tr.

1. Delhi (Khampur}) 3x250 KW SW Tr. (Rep. of 100 KW each)
2.  Delhi (Khampur) 2x250 KW SW Tr. (Rep. of 50 KW SW Tr. each)

2.15 As a part of modemisation, AIR has been
engaged in introduction of latest technologies in the
network. Digital equipment is being progressively
introduced in all areas. Computerised Hard Disc-
based digital recording, editing and playback systems
have been inducted at major stations to start with.
Indigenous equipment have also been developed for
qualitative improvements of broadcasts and to increase
operational convenience. This has resulted in saving
of foreign exchange.

216 At present AIR is utilising INSAT-ID,
INSAT-2A and INSAT 2-B for distribution of its
programmes, For the national networking, AIR
uplinking set up at Delhi is used for uplinking seven
Sband carriers and four C-band carriers. Additionally,

four S-band carriers are also uplinked through DOT
uplink at Secunderabad. For the regional uplinking
AlR Captive Earth Stations at 15 state capitals and
DOT uplinks at Mumbai, Calcutta and Chennai are
used. About 191 Broadcasting Centres have facility
to receive S-band signais and 17 centres have
facility to receive C-band signals. In addition, four
TRACTS, one in each zone, for coverage of sports
programmes and other important events at remote
OB locations, are available. Four SNG systerns which
can be set up at short notice to cover the news
gathering requirements have been provided at four
zonal stations. Twenty more stations of All India
Radio are being provided with C-band facilities.
Four more Captiye Earth Stations {CES) at Kohima,
Imphal, Aizawl and Agartala are being provided. A
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two-channel CES is being provided at AIR Chennai
and AIR Calcutta to avoid dependence on DOT
earth station. To improve the quality of network of
Vividh Bharati Programme, a system using digital
signals is also being provided. AIR is operating 20
channels of Sky Radic services through the TV
uplinking of Doordarshan.

2.1.7  During the year, broadcasting facilities have
been further strengthened. At Jagdalpur (MP), the
power of existing 20 KW MW Tr. has been increased
to 100 KW. At Delhi, the power of the existing 10
KW MW Tr. of Vividh Bharati has been increased
to 20 KW. At Jalandhar, the power of existing 100
KW MW Tr. has been increased to 200 KW to
strengthen the border area coverage. High Power
Transmitters of 200 KW each have been installed at
Calcutta, Hyderabad and Alleppey. A 50 KW Short
Wave Transmitter has been installed at Jeypore
(Orissa). Studio faciliies at Delhi, Calcutta, Guwahati
and Mumbai have been refurbished and latest
equipment has been provided.

218 AIR has 15 projects technically ready. These
are Delhi 2nd FM Channel 5 KW FM Tr.. Jammu
(J&K) CBS 2x3 KW FM Tr., Allahabad (UP) 2x10
KW MW Tr., Ranchi {Bihar) CBS 2x3 KW FM Tr.,
Calcutta (WB) (2nd FM Channel}) 5 KW FM Tr.,
Tawang (Arunachal) 10 KW MW Tr., Kurseong
(WB) 1 KW MW Tr. (Regional Service), Kurseong
50 KW SW TR. (Upgd.}, Mumbai (Mah) 2nd stereo
5 KW FM TR., Jabalpur (MP) (CBS) 2x5 KW FM
Tr.. Parbhani {Mah.} Type 1 Studios, Bangalore
(Kar)-(stereo) 2x3 KW FM TR., Thiruvananthapuram
(Ker) VB 2x5 KW FM Tr., Chennai {TN) (2nd FM
Channel) 5 KW FM Tr., Visakhapatnam (CBS) 2x5
KW FM Tr.

219 AIR has taken a big leap forward by
making its news accessible on phone and going live

on the internet. Both these services have been
started with effect from 25.2.98.

a) The news service — 'AIR Live on Internet’
would make available to 2 million listeners on
Internet, the world over, AIR programmes as they
are broadcast. Thus, the listeners can enjoy music,

plays, news and other programmes live on the
Internet.

b} Through the other service — ‘AIR News on
Phone’' listeners can get a capsule of the latest
news highlights in Hindi and English just by dialing
given telephone numbers from almost everywhere.

c) News innovative radio services like—Phone—in
radio, Radic on Demand and Sky Radio service
have been introduced.

News Services Division

221 AR today puts out 303 bulletins daily with
a total duration of 38 hours and 30 minutes. Qut
of these, 93 bulletins are broadcast in the Home
Services for a duration of 12 hours and 20 minutes,
while 42 RNUs originate 135 news bulletins daily
with a duration of 17 hours and 51 minutes. In the
External Service, AIR broadcasts 65 bulletins for 8
hours and 59 minutes in 22 languages (Indian and
foreign).

2.2.2 The News Services Division (NSD} introduced
two more bulletins in regional languages from AIR
Dibrugarh in Assamese and AIR Agartala in
Kokborok. AIR broadcasts special bulletins such as
Sports News, Slow Speed bulletins and bulletins for
the Youth. Two Youth bulletins are broadcast from
Delhi in English and Hindi. During the Haj period.
a five-minute Haj bulletin is aired from Delhi daily
for the benefit of the pilgrims. Comments from the
Press are broadcast every day. In addition to the
news bulletins, NSD puts out a number of news-
based programmes and commentaries in English,
Hindi and Urdu. During the Parliament Sessions,
cormmmentaries in English and Hindi reviewing the
day's proceedings in both Houses are broadcast.
Similarly, the RNUs put out reviews of the
proceedings of their State Legislatures.

2.23 The bulk of AIR news comes from its own
correspondents spread all over the country. It has
90 regular correspondents in India and 7 abroad at
Colombo, Dhaka, Dubai, Pretoria, Kathmandu,
Singapore, and Islamabad (presently vacant}). Apart
from this, AIR has 246 part-time correspondents
based at important district headquarters. .NSD
subscribes to News Agencies - to make its bulletins
broad-based. The Monitoring Units (English and
Hindi) attached to the General News Room and
tindi News Pool are other important sources of
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news as they regularly monitor the bulletins of
major broadcasting organisations of the world.

2.2:4 This year, the focus was on the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of India's Independence.
Extensive coverage of the beginning of the year-
long celebrations and the special midnight Parliament
Session recapturing the scene of the 15th of August,
1947 were the highlights of the news coverage.
The election of Shri K.R. Narayanan as the 10th
President of India and Shri Krishan Kant as the
Vice President and Shri LK. Gujral taking over as
the 13th Prime Minister were other prominent
developments covered. The Golden Jubilee
celebrations of Independence gave an opportunity
to NSD to exhibit its capabilites. Facing stiff
competition from the private media, AIR launched a
series of Radio Bridge programmes on various
subjects. Wide coverage was given right from the
nomination and scrutiny stages of both the
Presidential and Vice Presidential elections. The other
challenges of the NSD were coverage of the taking
over by Shri Gujral as the Prime Minister after the
fall of the Deve Gowda government, winning of the
Vote of Confidence by Shri Gujral and the expansion
and reshuffle of his Council of Ministers.

225 By-elections to three Lok Sabha and nine
Assembly seats, notification of the Prasar Bharati
Act and Sino-Indian and Indo-Pak talks were among
the notable events covered. Apart from these,
swearing-in of Smt. Rabri Devi and Shri Dilip Parikh
as the new Chief Ministers of Bihar and Gujarat
respectively, the Kalyan Singh Government winning
the crucial Confidenice Vote and the progress in the

4 Growth of AIR A
{As on 1.4.98}
1990-91 1997-98  Growth %
No. of Stations 108 195 80.55
No. of Transmitters 197 300 51.77
Radic coverage {area) % . B4.6 90.0 6.5
Hadic coverage
{population} (%) 95.4 97.3 2.0
Broadcast duration on FM 05.5 24 336
Metro Channel [in Hrs)

\. _J

Animal Husbandry scam and JMM case were noticed
widely. Presidential polls in the Congress and the
Janata Dal, formation of the Rashtriva Janata Dal,
meeting of the Inter-State Council, the Chief
Minister's Conference, induction of the Russian-built
war planes Sukhoi-30 and General Ved Prakash
Malik’s taking over as the Army Chief were
prominently covered.

226 The Prime Minister's visit to Nepal USA,
South Africa, Egypt and Britain were widely covered.
The bulletins carried voice-casts and despatches of
AIR corespondents who accompanied the Prime
Minister. Visits of foreign dignitaries to India were
given an equal importance. The meetings between
the Prime Ministers’ of India and Pakistan and the
meeting of Shri Gujral and the US President, Mr.
Bill Clinton were given prorinence. :

2277 On the international scene, the highlights
of the coverage were Mr. Tony Blair taking over as
the new Prime Minister of Britain, CHOGM, the
ninth SAARC summit, the G-7 Summit and the G-
15 Summit, the Plenary session of the United
Nations General Assembly, the NATO leaders’ meet,
handing over of Hong Kong to China and landing
of America’s unmanned spacecraft, ‘Pathfinder’ on
Mars and the Mina tragedy. Other foreign events
that received wide coverage included the visit of
Chinese President, Ziang Zemin to the US, Russian
President Boris Yeltsin's visit to China, UN-lraq
standoff over the issue of weapons inspection and
the rift between judiciary and the executive in
Pakistan.

228 For the welfare of the Girl Child, the
backward classes and the minorities, a number of
programmes and talks were mounted by the NSD
both at the national level and through its network
of Regional News Units.

229 Other important events broadcast include
the fire tragedy in a South Delhi cinema hall,
bomb blasts in moving trains, the 17th India
International Trade Fair, further liberalisation of
Gold Import rules, the launching of VDIS, the
record fall in the rate of inflation, announcement of
new Internet Policy, the new RBI Credit Policy,
International Film Festival in Calcutta, 40th film
Festival for Children and Young People at
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FACTS AT A GLANCE

C. Chandigarh, Kanpur and Vadodara.
D. Bhubaneswar and Santiniketan.

Panaii.

(As on 1.4.98)
Sl. Broadcast Facilities As on
No. ] Date
I. Broadcasting Centres (195)
a) Full-fledged Stations
(i)} Local Radio Stations 74
{il Regional Stations 109
183
b} Relay Centres 9
o Excdusive VB/Commercial 3 C
d) Community Radic Stations —
Total 195
e) Recording Studios 2 D
fy Transmitting Centres 11 E
for External Services
gl VB/Commercial centres 29
excluding exclusive centres
II. Number of Transmitters
a) Medium Wave 143
b) Short Wave 54
¢ VHF/FM) 103
300
IlI. Radiated Power in KW
a) Medium Wave 11170.00
bl Short Wave £763.00
¢ VHF (FM) (ERP) 3140.00
21073.00
IV. Broadcast Coverage
a} By Area 90.0%
b} By Population 97.3%
LEGEND

E." Dethi, Aligarh, Chennai, Mumbai, Calcutta, Jalandhar, Rajkot, Bangalore, Gorakhpur, Tuticorin and
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Hyderabad, massive earthquake in Madhya Pradesh

and the report of the Fifth Pay Commission for
Central Government Employees.

2.2.10 National and International awards for
individual service and talent covered include the
Prime Minister, Shri 1. K. Guijral getting the U-Thant
Award, Ramon Magsaysay Award to Mr. M.C.
Mehta and Mahashweta Devi, the Booker Prize to
the Indian writer Arundhati Roy and Bharat Ratna
to Shri Gulzari [al Nanda and Aruna Asaf Ali.

2211 Due coverage was given to the passing
away of Minister of State for Defence, Shri N.V.N.
Somu, the Janata Dal leader and former Orissa
Chief Minister, Shri Biju Patnaik, the CPl leader,
Shri M. Farooqui, the Forward Bloc leader, Shri
Chitta Basu, Mother Teresa, Pupul Jayakar, theatre
personality Shambhu Mitra, Film directors Basu
Bhattacharya, Mukul Anand and Chetan Anand,
swimmer Mihir Sen, dancer Sanjukta Panigrahi,
lyricist Anjam, Hindi writer Daramveer Bharati, actor
Anup Kumar, music composer and singer, Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan, media personality, Shri S.P. Singh
and also Gulshan Kumar. The death and the funeral
of Lady Diana and the birth centenary celebrations
of freedom fighter and politician, Gulzari Lal Nanda
were also covered.

2.2.12 Sports events covered include the
Independence Cup for Cricket, the Toronto Cup,
Four-Nation Cricket Tournament, Wimbledon,
French, US and Stockholm Open for Tennis; the
cricket series between India and West Indies,
Australia and South Africa, Australia and England,
Asia Cup Cricket Championships, the World Athletics
meet, Davis Cup and Asia Cup tennis. The unique
event of man vs machine meet between World

Chess champion, Garry Kasprov and the IBM Super
Computer Deep Blue,

External Services Division

23.1 External Services Division broadcast
programmes for about 70 hours per day in 24
languages - General Overseas Services (GOS) in
English, 15 other foreign languages and 8 Indian
languages for listeners in different parts of the
globe. The broadcasts project the Indian point of
view on World Affairs (through daily commentary
-and Press review) and acquaint the overseas listeners

with the developments in India along with information
on the myriad facets of Indian life. The target areas
of ESD span almost all the continents and include
areas of East, North-East and South East-Asia, West.
North-West and East Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
United Kingdom, Europe and of course the Indian
sub-continent. The services in Hindi, Tamil, Telugu
and Guijarati are directed to Indians overseas, while
those in Urdu, Bengali, Punjabi and Sindhi are
meant for the listeners in the sub-continent and the
bordering countries.

232 During the year, due coverage was given
to all conferences, seminars, symposia and festivals
of films and trade of National and International
importance in the form of Radio reports and
interviews besides, the visits of foreign dignitaries to
Irdia and_of Indian dignitaries abroad. Special efforts
are .-being made to give wide publicity to the
celebration of -the 50th Anniversary of India’s
Independence. ESD transmitters, continue to carry

the 9.00 P.M. National bulletin in English, originally
meant for Home Services.

23.3 The Division brings out “India Calling” - a
monthly programme journal in English - providing
advance information of the programmes broadcast
in the Extemal Services Division and supplied free
of cost to overseas listeners.

National Channel

24 The National Channel was inaugurated on
18 May 1988 and is located at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, New Delhi. Presently, it works as

night service covering over 70 percent of the
population of the country and provides a judicious
blend of information and entertainment. Having the
whole of India as its zone, it draws the best
available talent in the country. The programme
complexion of the channel has been designed to
make representative of the variegated cultural mosaic
and ethos of the nation as a whole. Hourly news-
bulletins, alternately in Hindi and English are
broadcast only from the National Channel throughout
the night. Whenever the Parliament is in session,
National Channel broadcasts recording of the
question hour for the benefit of the listeners.
Sahargahi, a special early morning programme



